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 The subjects of this study were a group of undergraduate studetnts in an introductory 

psychology course. Their postings on a discussion forum were counted and compared to 

their overall grade in the class. The authors of the study determined that there was some 

correlation between the activity in the discussion forums and the level of success as 

measured by grades. 

 The primary limitation of this experiment was that the discussion forum participation 

was optional, so it is difficult to determine whether students performed well in class 

because they participated in the discussion forums or whether the better students, who 

would get better grades anyway, also were more able to share their thoughts in the 

forums. The implication is that if discussion forum postings are mandatory, even those 

students who are less sure of themselves will be encouraged to contribute. 
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post to discussion forums, some of whom were merely  given the option, and compared  

the student success in the course (as measured by exam grades) with the presence of the 



discussion board posting requirement.  They found that optional discussion postings had  

no effect on the overall grade, but compulsory postings did lead to higher grades. 

 The results of this study suggest that forum postings should be compulsory, as this  

form of communication can help students achieve higher levels of success in their  

classes. Making participation mandatory ensures that all students will participate, and all 

will feel the need to same pressure to show their best work to their classmates. 
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 56 students participated in this experiment, which asked them to complete 

questionaires regarding their participation in an online discussion forum. The author 

found that a significant number of the students explained that their lack of participation 

was due to the forums tasks being optional, and a general inexperience with and 

insecurity around this type of communication. 

 From this conclusions of this experiment, it is clear that for discussion forums to 

be successful, students must be given a chance to interact with their classmates on the 

discussion forums for an extended period of time so that they can grow accustomed to 

their use and become comfortable communicating in this manner. 
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 The author of this study examined the relationship between levels of participation 

in an online discussion forums and factors in students’ lives, as well as looking at 

students’ perceptions of the reasons for their levels of participation. It was found that 

there was a positive correlation between high levels of participation and the following 

three characteristics: high scholastic achievement, gender (males participate more 

frequently) and a greater number of weekly hours of internet use. Additionally, students’ 

perceptions of why they did not participate more frequently were that they did not fully 

understand the material being taught and so did not know what to talk about, they felt 

uncomfortable talking with people they did not know, and there weren’t enough activities 

offered to which they could respond. 

From the conclusions of this study, it is clear that students need to be taught how to 

use discussion boards productively. For example, students can be encouraged to ask 

questions and help one another understand the material being taught. Also, a social forum 

can give students the opportunity to get to know one another and find commonalities 

amongst their differences. Instructors should make certain to offer enough opportunities 

for students to utilize the discussion boards. 
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This study of 54 high school seniors found that discussion forums did not improve 

reading, grammar or vocabulary abilities but did improve writing skills and led to higher 

levels of critical thinking. The study also examined whether interventions from an 



instructor would aid learning, and found that that the group that received these 

interventions felt more confident in their ideas after receiving instructor feedback. The 

authors of this study felt that the students involved did not fully understand the 

importance of interaction on the discussion boards, and this lack of understanding led to 

less effort being made to communicate with classmates.  

The conclusions of this essay indicate that the importance of interactivity should be 

made clear at the beginning of a class, and assessments of participation should be based 

not just on whether participants share their ideas, but on how well they respond to one 

another’s ideas as well.  


